Year 9 Options
Information for Parents
2022-2024 Cohort

The next stage of their education journey
Key Stage 2
(Primary)

Key Stage 3
(Years 7 to 9)

Key Stage 4
(Years 10 to 11)

• Your child will shortly be asked to choose which option subjects they
wish to study in Years 10 and 11.
• This is an important choice which they need to think about carefully.
• The end of Key Stage 3 is a good opportunity to reflect upon how the
last 3 years have gone and what (if any) changes they want to make
moving forward.

How will my child be assessed at KS4?

If you do not achieve a
grade 4 in English or
maths you will need to
carry on studying these
at college/post-16.

Two Pathways
English Baccalaureate Pathway

Non-EBacc Pathway

English Baccalaureate Pathway

Why study a language?
• Studying a foreign language can be extremely rewarding and exciting
• Provide an insight into other cultures
• Open the door to travel and employment opportunities.
• Employers value languages – enabling them to compete in a global
market

The Russell Group has named languages as subjects that open
doors to more degrees at universities.
(The Russell Group is a group of 24 universities with a shared
focus on research and a reputation for academic achievement)
Source: DfE

Why study a language?
“Having language skills under your belt will help make you
stand out from the crowd, whether you’re applying for an
entry level position, a management role or an internal
transfer.”
Steve Cassidy, Senior Vice President & Managing Director,
UK & Ireland, Hilton
“Young people skilled in the languages of Europe, China and
other key markets around the world, can look forward to
exciting and rewarding careers.”
Dr Adam Marshall
Director General of the British Chambers of Commerce

Source: DfE

Thinking about University?
To keep your options open, your A Level choices should include at least
two of the facilitating subjects from:
•

Biology

•

History

•

Chemistry

•

Mathematics

•

English

•

Modern and classical languages

•

Geography

•

Physics

To be able to study these at A level, you will need to have studied them at GCSE first.

Non-Ebacc Pathway

Option blocks
• The options are grouped together in blocks on the
timetable based around pupils choices.
Therefore:
• Difficult to change once subjects are blocked.
• If they decide to change options later on they may not be able to do
so or have limited choice.
• Important to get it right now!

We will endeavour to fulfil your child’s choices but
cannot guarantee that all combinations will be possible.

Option preferences
• Your child will need to rank their choices.
• Select five subjects from the list; the three subjects they prefer to
study and two ‘reserve’ options if we are unable to fulfil any of
their top three choices.
• If they are following the English Baccalaureate Pathway they must
ensure they choose French or Spanish as one of their three main
choices.
• The order they put their options choices in does matter.
• If a course is oversubscribed, preference will be given to pupils
who place the subject as their first choice, then second choice
and so on.
They must put all 5 subjects down in order of preference

Other things to consider…
• Pupils are encouraged to not choose a subject
just because their ‘mates are doing it’.
• They should listen to advice from their
teachers and parents – but ultimately
it is their choice.
• They should consider their future career
aspirations and research the routes to entry.
Keep their options open in case future plans
change.

Options timeline
Options Booklet issued | January 2022
Year 9 Options Taster Lesson Week
Monday 17th to Friday 21st January 2022
Virtual Information Evening for Parents on Options
Wednesday 19th January 2022
Year 9 Subject Consultation Evening
Tuesday 25th January 2022
Deadline for submitting completed option forms online
Thursday 17th February 2022
NOTE: Any option forms handed in after the deadline will be processed AFTER the forms handed in on time.

Receive Option Allocations | June 2022

How will I succeed at GCSE?
“Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I
will spend the first four sharpening the axe.”

How can I prepare for my GCSEs?

Hjhjhjh

Key 1: Home support
87% of Year 11s stated that the support
they had at home was the main factor in
ensuring their success at GCSE.
 Share you school day at home. Celebrate
success; improve on disappointments
 Involve people at home in testing your
learning
 Discuss and debate what you are learning
 Create a place at home for study
 Respect the boundaries set for you at
home
 Ask for support
 Talk about your future

Hjhj Key 2: Well-Being – be responsible

Data from the most recent Year 10
SLT interviews:
What was the area of well-being
that pupils felt most affected their
learning – positively or negatively?

SLEEP

Hjhj Key 2:
Teenagers need 8-10 hours sleep
• Memory
• Concentration
• Mood
• Behaviour
• Growth

Hjhj

Key 3: PROUD to be GCSE
PRESENTATION: Exercise books will become your

revision tools. Date, title, clear and neat.

RESPECT: Enable teaching; enable learning
ORGANISATION: Punctual, planner, pencil case,

equipment

UNDERSTANDING: Complete CW and HW to the

best of your ability. Catch up on missed lessons.

DETERMINATION: I can, I will, I am worth it. Aim

for 100% attendance. Invest in your future.

Hjhj

Key 4: Memory
Retrieval of learned knowledge

How do I best remember information?
 Understand it
 Clear exercise books
 Look, cover, write, check
 Verbal – Ask someone to test you
 Visual – images / symbols / colours – “see” your
notes
 Display to absorb
 Mnemonics - first letter triggers; logical ordering
 Audio – Listen to recordings

Key 5:
Extended Written Responses
Higher point questions, across the majority of subjects,
require detailed and articulate Extended Written Responses.
Media, Business, Computing, Sociology, PE, DT, Drama, Music , PT, History, Geography,
English Language & English Literature

Over the next 4 terms:
 What are the written expectations of my Options?
 Focus on EWRs and the feedback you receive
 Aim to complete EWRs – challenge yourself
 Use the literacy pages of you planner to structure
responses
 READ to expand your vocabulary and general knowledge

September is not far away
 Involve people at home in your
learning

PREPARE YOURSELF for GCSE !!
During the remainder of Year 9,  Improve your SLEEP
commit to practising the key
 Be APS PROUD and proud of
skills for GCSE.
yourself

 Experiment with how you best
remember information
 Focus on Extended Written
Responses in your subjects (and
read more!)

