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Introduction

Hello Year 6! The Music Department are excited to meet you all in September
and we thought we would give you an opportunity to understand more about
the subject you will be studying with us.

What is Music?

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of
creativity. We hope that through your music education you will develop a love
of music both in the classroom and in the wider school community.

Why is music important for me?

Music has the potential to make a significant contribution to your
development: increasing confidence and self-esteem, developing leadership,
team working, concentration and problem-solving skills. This will impact all
areas of school as it will increase your self-confidence, creativity and sense of
achievement.

To help you get to know more about music we have some tasks for you to
complete, which we would like you to bring to your first music lesson. You may
wish to print this booklet out or follow it and complete every activity neatly on

paper or type it up on a computer — it is completely up to you.

By completing these tasks, you will:

v Have a better understanding of Music
v" Show us the quality and standard of the work you can produce.

We look forward to meeting you all. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact us:

Mrs L Henry — Head of Music
henryl@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
Mr B Bradley — Teacher of Music

bradleyb@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
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Task 1:

A) Click on the link below (or type it into your browser). You will see 2 videos — please
watch video 2 first. As you watch and listen, can you:

1. Identify some of the instruments?

2. Describe the picture / mood that the music creates?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/classical-music-antonio-vivaldi-winter-from-
the-four-seasons/zf98bdm

B) Now watch the first video, where violinist Stephanie Childress talks about the
composer Vivaldi and the music you have just listened to:

The Four Seasons (Winter) by Antonio Vivaldi:

e Vivaldi was a violinist and so it’s no wonder that the violin is star of The Four Seasons.

e Each of the four sections gives the violin a chance to conjure up sounds and pictures
from each season of the year, from barking dogs and mosquitos, to summer storms
and birds happily singing the arrival of spring.

e Vivaldi published a sonnet to accompany each of the seasons and they offer a
wonderful guide to the musical stories he weaves with his orchestra. Here is the
poem for ‘Winter’:

Frozen, trembling on the ice
In gusts of horrid wind, we run
Stamping our feet to keep warm

Our teeth chattering

In the first movement of ‘Winter’ Vivaldi brilliantly conveys the biting cold, gusting wind,
trembling bodies, and chattering teeth on his beloved violin.
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Your Task: Write a short poem called ‘Winter’. Consider:

1. How the music makes you feel.
2. How Vivaldi leads you on this journey of ‘Winter’.

3. Any musical features that create moods or feelings as you listen to ‘Winter’.

We look forward to reading your poems©




