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‘Potential into Performance’

Message from the Principal

Welcome to our Term 3 newsletter, celebrating another busy, exciting and successful term at Abbey Park School.

Earlier this term, it was wonderful to see so many parents joining us for our Year 7 and Year 9 Parents’ Evenings. We
also held an online information evening for parents of our Year 9 pupils, providing helpful guidance on the Key Stage
4 options process. Year 9 pupils have now submitted their option preferences and, with the deadline passed, Mr
Stubbs will be working hard behind the scenes to accommodate as many of their choices as possible.

In January, we were delighted to welcome a group of educators from South Korea, who visited Abbey Park to learn
more about the UK education system and to see first-hand how we are incorporating technology and Al within our
school. During their visit, our guests were able to meet pupils and observe a range of lessons in action. They kindly
gifted us a hand-made Sokoture doorbell—said to bring good luck—and in return, on behalf of Abbey Park, |
presented them with a Paddington Bear, which they were thrilled to receive.

This term, our Year 7 pupils have been developing essential basic first aid skills in PSHE with Mr Bates. They practised
how to respond safely and calmly in emergency situations—an incredibly valuable life skill that they approached with
maturity and enthusiasm.

Term 3 has been full of enriching opportunities beyond the classroom. Our Year 10 and 11 Art and Photography
pupils enjoyed a stimulating trip to London’s Southbank and the Tate Galleries, where they explored a wide range of
artistic styles to support their coursework. KS4 science pupils attended Science Live! at the Bath Forum and heard
from leading scientists across physics, biology and chemistry—an exciting opportunity to connect classroom learning
with real-world scientific research. Pupils involved in the mock trial competition visited Swindon Magistrates’ Court,
where they observed live proceedings and gained valuable insight into both the legal system and their roles in the
competition. Meanwhile, our KS4 geographers travelled to Bristol Harbourside to carry out essential fieldwork
exploring the regeneration of the area. Our KS4 pupils also attended Appren-T-Fest at STEAM Museum, where they
met local apprenticeship providers and industry-leading employers to explore future training and career options. We
were also honoured to welcome David Smith, the most successful British Paralympian in boccia, who spoke with
pupils about his achievements and remarkable journey.

One of the standout highlights of the term was, of course, our spectacular school production of Mary Poppins Jr.
After months of dedication, rehearsals and impressive teamwork, the cast and crew delivered two magical daytime
performances for our primary schools. The feedback from Bridlewood Primary School perfectly captured the spirit of
the show: “The performance was professional and entertaining throughout. Our children came home with the catchy
songs in their heads and thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon.”

On opening night, | was blown away by the seamless set changes, vibrant choreography and, above all, the
wonderfully talented cast and crew. | am certain some of them will one day grace the West End stage. These
productions simply would not be possible without immense staff commitment, so | would like to extend a special
thank you to Mrs Hutchings, Miss Fullerton, Miss Browning and Mrs Grearson for their exceptional leadership and
support. At the time of writing, the team has just one more evening performance to complete before everyone can
enjoy a very well-deserved rest.

| hope all pupils have a restful half-term break and return refreshed and ready for another enjoyable and productive
term.

Regards,
Mr Ward
Principal

N.B. A reminder that Term 4 begins on Tuesday 24th February 2026, as Monday is a staff training day.
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PE

The term has been another busy one for the PE dept, starting off with the Wiltshire schools Cross Country Championships.
APS were well represented with 4 pupils representing Swindon schools. Douglas K finished 10" in his age category and
will now go forward to represent Wiltshire schools at the National Championships.

All of our girl’s football teams made it through to the Swindon schools finals night. Our Year 7 team came 3“‘, U14s came
4™ and our U16s were runners up narrowly losing to Commonweal.

This terms fixtures have focused on alternative sports and giving some of our pupils the opportunity to represent the
school in dodgeball, table tennis, badminton and benchball events. Our Year 8 boys won their dodgeball tournament and

have qualified for the county final at the Wiltshire Schools Games in June.

A group of Year 8 girls attended a benchball evening at Nova and had a great time playing a tournament against Bradon,
Nova, Warneford, RWBA and GWA. APS did not lose a game with 4 wins and a draw and ended up runners up to
Warneford.

Team: Phoebe H, Olivia R, Millie K, Favour P, Ella F, Maisie M, Ruby S, Angel D, Drusilla B-A, Lily A, Utjiua G, Precious M.

Paralympian visit:

British Boccia gold medal Paralympian David Smith came to visit APS for the day. He led an inspirational talk to 120 of our
pupils and then delivered a session on how to play boccia throughout the day. The pupils came away feeling inspired by
David's road to international success and learnt how to play a new sport which they thoroughly enjoyed.
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PE

Individual successes outside of school;
Emily W (Y9) recently competed in a national judo competition. She had 3 fights, 2 against the same opponent which she
sadly lost to. Despite this, Emily finished 7th in the nationals which is an incredible achievement!

Next term our pupils will be competing in basketball (girls), the boys football season commences and we have an open
gymnastics competition. We look forward to sharing further successes.

Mrs Wall
PE teacher

Science

Pupils in Year 9 and 10 have formed a formidable team called the
Rocky Roaders whose job it is to build and code a LEGO robot to com-
pete once again in the First LEGO League Challenge this year.

In March, The Rocky Roaders and their Robot, Rocky, will carry out
archaeology-themed tasks such as clearing topsoil, uncovering buried :
artifacts and emptying a silo.

They will present their robot design to judges, as well as discussing "’
their solution to a problem that archaeologists face during digs. ;7 ) 2.
el _

They have done so well so far and shown great resilience in overcoming difficulties on the
mission map.

Miss Keogh
Science teacher




MFL Christmas Research in Spain

Last term, our Spanish pupils became cultural researchers, investigating how Christmas is celebrated across Spain.
From El Gordo Lottery to Los Reyes Magos. Pupils presented their findings through posters, presentations and written
projects. Their research showcased a growing appreciation for global traditions.

We would like to congratulate to all those who took part. It was brilliant to see that everyone put in 100% effort.
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Miss Cote Lobon
Modern Foreign Language teacher
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Careers

Careers Education Update for Year 10 and Year 11
This term, our Year 10 and Year 11 pupils have been engaging in a wide range of activities designed to broaden their
understanding of future pathways and help them make confident, informed decisions about life after Year 11.

Year 11: Exploring Post-16 Options

Year 11 have been focusing on careers through their PSHE lessons, using the Unifrog platform to explore different career
pathways and learn more about labour market information. They have also benefited from presentations by UTC and
Lydiard Park Academy, gaining insight into the courses and pupil experience available at each provider.

Apprenticeship Opportunities

Both Year 10 and Year 11 pupils were invited to attend the Appren-T-Fest event on 10th February. This was a valuable
opportunity for pupils to learn more about apprenticeships, the employability skills employers are seeking, and the wide
range of businesses offering apprenticeship routes. Pupils enjoyed speaking directly with employers and discovering how
to apply for these opportunities.

Upcoming Events for Next Term

Next term, Year 10 will take part in their dedicated Careers Day, which will include sessions led by visitors from St.
James’s Place focusing on finance. Pupils will also complete virtual work experience and hear from GWA, New College,
and Cirencester College about the courses and pathways they offer.

On 10th March, we are pleased to welcome a speaker from Making Careers Happen, who will deliver sessions to each
year group on growth mindset, employability skills, CV writing, and effective interview techniques. They will also provide
further guidance on post-16 options, including apprenticeships.

Mr Maddern
Assistant Principal

Trip to Kingsmead Nursing Home

An invited group of Y8, Y9 & Y10 pupils, along with Mrs O'Brien and Miss Bowie went to spread Christmas cheer, paint
salt dough decorations and decorate biscuits with the lovely residents at Kingsmead Nursing Home in Old Town on
Thursday 18th December. Christmas songs were sung heartily and we finished off with an enthusiastic Inflatable
Reindeer antler game!

We are keen to foster intergenerational connections and provide our pupils with a meaningful opportunity to interact
with residents of the nursing home.

Following such a successful visit, APS will be visiting again in March to undertake Easter crafts!

Mrs O’Brien (Intervention teacher) and Miss Bowie (Librarian)
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Upcoming Art Events

Alison Adams is a local mixed media and collage artist who is
inspired by the rich and diverse beauty of the natural world around
her in the Cotswolds. Her creative process is often intuitive and
spontaneous, beginning with processes that allow the subject to
emerge as she works. This method, known as aleatory art — from
the Latin alea, meaning “dice” — embraces chance and discovery.
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Upcoming Art Events
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Exhibition Details
Q@ Preview Night:6th February, from 7pm ]

(8 Exhibition runs:6th February - 8th March

Oink Gallery Ltd, 95 Victoria Road, Swindon SN1 3BD, United
Kingdom

Opening Hours

YR g

Swindon

Competitions

Back in the Autumn term, we set up an opportunity for pupils to enter a competition for us to create a flag for Antarctica

after the huge success over the past couple of years. We chose 8 overall winners which made up 2x Abbey Park School

flags which would represent Antarctica. It is with great delight to inform you that our flag has successfully made it to

Antarctica and has been photographed with Nigel, a traverse mechanic vehicle operative. The traverse vehicles team

move fuel and cargo from the ice runway at Sky Blu to the various depots and field stations. A vital role that the

scientists and crew rely on. He took this picture (in -9.8 degree temperatures) whilst he was busy de-wintering all of the

machines as they spend the Antarctic Winter (our summer) out in the open. The vehicle in the photograph is a Pisten

Bully 300 polar snow tractor. There are so many jobs in Antarctica that aren't science based, but are all very necessary.

Mrs Graham
Curriculum Leader for Humanities

Antarctica Day 2025

i ertificate = aw |

ng Insplrational Tlags ™in the interests of all manking!

A Thagl Lrav , Sky Blu
Atitude 7451968 §
ngitude 71 35.694'W
wigol Daan, Traverse mechanic vehicie Operator
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in aid of Swindon Women’s Aid and

Swindon Domestic Abuse Service

DONATE BY 27™ MARCH.
DROP OFF DONATIONS
AT THE LIBRARY AND P
RECEIVE AN R1!




TERM 4: Year 11 - Session 6 = GCSE support

Sessions will run from 3.15pm for a maximum of one hour

Although Curriculum Leaders may advise attendance, sessions are open to all pupils
Attendance is on a voluntary, ‘drop in’, basis. Pupils do not need to sign up to a whole term
Registers will be taken

The LRC is open for private study after school

Pupils in detention in the Assembly Hall are not permitted to attend Session 6 in place of a
detention. They are able to undertake private revision. Resources are available.

Subject Room Staff
TUESDAY Photography BG71 cp

(Also open to Year 10)

Further Maths Qualification RF20 L8

Science YGS7 ISh

DT TBC SO

Drama practical DS DB

Business Studies RG30 MR
WEDNESDAY | MATHS PAST PAPER CLUB ALL Maths classrooms
THURSDAY History GF48 CPI

Geography GF43 SB/cT

French GF34 VL

Spanish TBC Staff on rotation

Art BF61 AS/IWh

(Also open to Year 10)

DT BG80 BQ/AN

Computer Science RG30 CH
FRIDAY Media Studies BG71 NE/KVS

Drama theory DS DB

Music MU MH/AF
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After-School Enrichment & Lunch Time Clubs

The timetable is updated regularly with amendments and/or cancellations, so please do keep checking our website and social media for
any updates. Lunch time sessions are also advertised around the building and on the TV screens in the breakout areas.

Changes to signing-up to after-school enrichment clubs:

e Free clubs - sign-up for free after-school clubs has now been added to ePraise. Parents and pupils are both able to sign-up
via the ePraise app.

e Paid for clubs will continue to be added or remain on Arbor.

Club Day Room Year Group
KS3 Homework Club Daily RG21 Y7,8&8S
KS4 Homework Club Daily RG21 Y10 & 11
KSIE:" 3: ;r:l:r;teon Monday Sports Hall Y7,8&9
PAID CLUB: Dance Academy Monday Dance Studio Information emailed separately
Y7 & 8 Code Breaking Tuesday LRC Y7 & 8 (max 10)
¥S, 10 & 11 Sparx support Tuesday BG71 Y9, 10 & 11 (max 30)
Chess club Tuesday All (max 30)
YE&:2 Jvedon Towskfoottol Tuesday Football Pitch ¥8 & 9 (max 30)
Club training
ALL Indoor Cricket Tuesday Gym All
ALL Badminton Tuesday Sports Hall All
Sign-up through Miss Keogh. This is the LEGO
Tuesday, Robotics Club - pupils will prepare for and enter
YS & 10 Lego club Wednesday & YG87 the First LEGO League Challenge as a team. This
Thursday involves building a LEGO robot, coding,
researching, presenting and a trip in February.
ALL Girls Basketball Wednesday Sports Hall All
: Pupils have already signed up through
Mock Trials Wednesday LRC Mrs Verlander-Simmonds
e ;gﬁg;:ﬁ hidos Thursday Sports Hall ¥9,10& 11
Boys Y7 & 8 Football Thursday Astro Y7&8
ALL Benchball Thursday Gym All
Duke of Edinburgh Thursday Pupils have signed-up through Mr Bates
YS9 Fame Lab Academy Thursday YG87 Pupils to sign-up through Miss Keogh
Bronze/Silver Arts Award Thursday Drama Studio Information emailed separately
Anime & Manga club Thursday LRC All
Y11 Dungeons & Dragons Friday GGA45 Y11 - sign-up through Miss Peele
Choir Friday Music Rooms All

Below is a selection of the lunchtime clubs on offer:

Day Ciub
KS3 Girls Dodgeball — Gym
Monday KS3 ALL table tennis — Dance Studio
Open Mic

ALL Girls Basketball — Sports Hall

Tuesda
Y Table Tennis — Outside
ALL Girls Benchball — Gym
Wednesday Table Tennis — Outside
KS4 Boys Basketball - Gym
ALL velleyball — Sports Hall
Thursday Y P

Table Tennis — Qutside

Ukulele Group
Friday KS3 Boys Basketball — Sports Hall
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Useful Information

Buying books

In the library we try to keep a wide variety of books and authors, however it is impossible to stock everything. If your
child enjoys reading it can be difficult to keep up with buying them books, especially in the current economic climate.

So here are a few tips to keep costs down:

o Join your local library, it is free to join and you can borrow up to 16 books at a time.

o While at the library, many have a withdrawn section where you can take as many books as you can carry for £1.

o Charity shops often have a book section, the bonus is you can return them when you have finished and support a
good cause.

. Discount book shops such as The Works offer a wide range of books at discount prices.

o Online WoB (World of Books) is a secondhand book shop which offers books at a reasonable price and offers free

delivery in the UK.

Local libraries

North Swindon Library Central Library

Orbital Retail Park, Thamesdown Drive, Swindon, SN25 4AN Regent Circus, Swindon, SN1 1QG
01793 707120 01793 463238

central.library@swindon.gov.uk
northswindon.library@swindon.gov.uk ve &

Current opening hours Current opening hours

. Monday - 2.00pm - 6.00pm . Monday - 10.00am - 5.30pm

. Tuesday - closed o Tuesday - 10.00am - 5.30pm

. Wednesday -10.00am - 2.00pm . Wednesday - 10.00am - 5.30pm
. Thursday - closed . Thursday - 10.00am - 5.30pm

] Friday - 1.00pm - 5.00pm . Friday - 10.00am - 5.30pm

. Saturday -10.00am - 2.00pm . Saturday - 10.00am - 4.00pm

o Sunday - 11.00am - 3.00pm . Sunday — closed

Local Bookshops

Bert’s Books Waterstones

54 Godwin Court, Swindon, SN1 4BB 3 Canal Walk, Swindon SN1 1LD
07949 190977 01793 436465
bert@bertsbooks.co.uk www.waterstones.com

Opening hours Opening Hours

° Monday - 8.30am — 5.30pm . Monday 9.00am— 5.30pm
° Tuesday - 8.30am — 5.30pm o Tuesday 9.00am — 5.30pm
. Wednesday - 8.30am — 5.30pm . Wednesday 9.00am — 5.30pm
. Thursday - 8.30am —5.30pm o Thursday 9.00am — 5.30pm
° Friday - 8.30am — 5.30pm . Friday 9.00am —5.30pm

° Saturday - 8.30am — 5.30pm o Saturday 9.00am — 5.30pm

. Sunday - 10.30am — 4.00pm o Sunday 10.00am — 4.00pm


mailto:northswindon.library@swindon.gov.uk
mailto:central.library@swindon.gov.uk
mailto:bert@bertsbooks.co.uk
http://www.waterstones.com
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School uniform Donations

We'd be grateful for any outgrown items pupils no longer need.

If they have any of the following in good condition, please consider donating them rather than
letting them sit unused. :
. Revision guides or set texts

. Maths equipment (e.g. protractors, geometry sets)

. School uniform (blazers, ties, PE kits)

. Bags

Please drop donations off at reception. These resources will directly
support our younger pupils.

Thank you for your generosity and for helping our school community
thrive.

Warm regards,

Mr Stubbs
Assistant Principal

Pupil Laptops

When pupils are given a school laptop to use at home,
please ensure the software and antivirus are updated by
turning the laptop on weekly.

Please return the laptop to the school reception or IT office if
it is no longer in use at home so that it can be distributed to
pupils who now need a device.

If you're experiencing any problems with the laptop at home,
please let us know.

IT Support
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Safeguarding information

At Abbey Park we are committed to ensuring a culture of safeguarding in our school and it is paramount in all we do. We hope that our

termly safeguarding update will give you an overview of our approach, offer some useful guidance and information and inform you of what
your child is learning in school about how to keep themselves safe. For more information about safeguarding, please look atour website:

What does Safeguarding look like at Abbey Park?

At Abbey Park School we follow the Government policy document ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’. This is statutory guidance for all schools in
England to follow and comply with. It has recently been updated and therefore our safeguarding policy has been updated to reflect this. You can
find this on our safeguarding section on the school website. Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility.
Everyone who comes into contact with children and their families has a role to play in making sure that children grow up having the best life
chances. In order to fulfil this responsibility effectively, all adults should make sure their approach puts the child at the centre of the decision mak-
ing and that the best interests of the child are always considered. We believe that it is in the best interest of our children to have opportunities to
learn how to stay safe both in and outside of school. Our safeguarding themes are woven into lessons across the curriculum, into assemblies and
throughout daily life in school. Here are just a few examples of how we teach safeguarding at Abbey Park:

. Dedicated safeguarding team in school every day

. Pastoral support for each year group.

. Pastoral Support Assistants who have specialist training in supporting a child in their social and emotional needs
o Members of staff who have completed basic mental health training

. Mental health pupil ambassadors

o Mental health staff ambassadors

o A dedicated mental health lead — Mrs Stevens

. Wellbeing Wednesday each Wednesday Tutor time looking at how to look after mental health

. Assemblies and lessons taught throughout the year, including but not extensively, anti-bullying, equality, diversity, fire, sun, chil-
dren’s safety, exploitation, sexual harassment and violence and online safety.

. PHSE curriculum covering how to be healthy, having healthy relationships and developing emotional literacy
. Online safety curriculum

. RSE (Relationships and sex education) curriculum

. Weekly tutor time reminders about staying safe in school and our expectations

If you need any support with your child, please contact a member of the safeguarding Team.

Designated Deputy Designated Deputy Designated Deputy Designated
Safeguarding Lead: Safeguarding Lead: Safeguarding Lead: Safeguarding Lead:

Mrs Kara Stevens Mrs Lorraine Hatcliffe Ms Vanessa Redondo Miss Stacey Prince

Food bank and Boxes of Hope

We understand that times are incredibly challenging for many families right now, and making choices between essentials like
food and electricity is a reality no one should have to face. Please know you’re not alone, and there is support available. If
you're finding things difficult, our Pastoral team is here to help—whether it's referring you to the local food bank or accessing
a Box of Hope to ease the pressure. You only need to ask, and we’ll do everything we can to support you with care and
confidentiality.




Safeguarding information

Contact details and circumstances — please keep us

up to date!
It is vitally important that we have the correct

contact details for every parent/carer. If you change
your phone number, e - mail or move house, please
let the admin team know or update it on Arbor. We
also need at least two emergency contacts for your
child. Unless there is a court order saying differently
both parents should be listed on the contacts.

We also ask that you keep us up to date with any
changes in your personal circumstances that may
impact your child. Please see below the contact
details of the safeguarding team.

‘Potential into Performance’

Contact details:

Useful contacts:

Please can we ask
that you ensure the
school has at least
two contact details in
case of an
emergency. Unless
there is a court order
saying differently
both parents should
be listed on the
contacts. This can be
done on Arbor.

‘Contact Swindon’ has changed its name and is
now known and Children and families Contact
Swindon. if you have concerns about a child
and want to speak to a social worker, family
services worker without going through school
please call - 01793 464646

If you have concerns that a child is at immedi-
ate risk of harm, please call the Police on 999

School Nursing team — for support to help chil-
dren with their physical, mental and emotional
well-being and referring to other specialist
agencies.

Mrs Stevens: stevensk@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
Mrs Hatcliffe: hatcliffel@abbeyparkschool.org.uk m
Miss Redondo: redondov@abbeyparkschool.org.uk

Miss Prince: princes@abbeyparkschool.org.uk

‘ snn@swindon.gov.uk “ ) %"\\ﬁ

Tel — 01793 465050 or email

Online safety guidance for

parents - https://

Year 7 Society & Culture *Citizenship strand

Vear 8 :.‘;\2;15;; the wider world — developing your own
Year 9 Government & Politics: Citizenship (British Values)
Year 10 Rights & Responsibilities: Citizenship

Year 11 CEIAG: Living in the wider world

Abbey Park School Attendance
Ladder

Equates to:
SCHOOL
@ors
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Social care or external agency involvement
A polite request to keep the Pastoral team updated if
your child is receiving support from social services or
any external agencies. This will enable us to ensure
the right support is given at the right time.

Special guardianship orders or unofficial care

givers

Just a reminder to keep the school updated if a child is

under a Special guardianship order or unofficial care
placement to ensure they receive any support needed.

Attendance matters:
Research shows that there is a direct link between good
attendance to school and better out comes for young
adults.

If you are struggling with your child’s attendance please
contact your Child’s Head of Key stage, PSA or Miss Anstee
for support.

First aid
Just a reminder that we can only offer first aid in school.
We are not able to treat pre-existing conditions as we are
only first aiders.

Paracetamol — we will not issue any paracetamol to pupils
during P5 to ensure pupils do not take another dose at
home.



mailto:stevensk@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
mailto:hatcliffel@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
mailto:redondov@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
mailto:princes@abbeyparkschool.org.uk
mailto:snn@swindon.gov.uk
https://swgfl.org.uk/

Safeguarding information

‘Potential into Performance’

A The Notonal Colioge, sur waksipWednesday guikdes emgower ond equip porent, carms and sducators with 1he contiaance ond practical tiolic 10 e chie tc have informed anc oge -aperspriam
comwarnations with chidran aow: online salaty, mental heahh and weliteing, aora cimate change. Formary dalversd By Naticnal Oniine Scfaty, these guides now oddrsss wider 1opics and thamas

Fordurther guides, nints and tipe, please vidt nationalzaliege com

e A.

n=
~ T

WHAT ARE
\ THE RISKS?

Sowoe. Sew 1l relerencs Nt on gu

SNAPSTREAK

SN&PCHAT"

With over 300 miillon active monthiy users and billlons of ‘Snaps” sent eoch month, Snopchat is o popular

-y
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Snopchat's use of anthiicie intutigencs (M)
msvud-hmuuumo wn'w
Alters,

: f’i

unhhm“mvrmm-muwm-

SCREEN ADDICTION

ap Eoarty uner 2
with e Anan 4
Batween you and o frand), Whan o tireck s Been geing
Sar 0 ew days, scacs will aoe & @ amaj, The nember

1 shaows the Ger of doys, Bt ¥ osers
mammmtmm the only way to
i topoy ¥ gos doky use haklts,
GO frequest NEETKOBDNS 0N KESD HEEES MOTIIMING ¥
The OpE even moe a0

SEXTORTION

and daty use

ey pmmu samacne nko -mﬁmm-.ngtl,
then

e
m&mummmmnmnmwm
Wi sharw 1he Images weth drands or Aarmlly uniess
maney i pait

ACCESS THE SNAPCHAT FAMILY SAFETY HUB

Craated wien gudonce from Commaon Sense Wedia, Snapchot bas .
developed o Family Scfety Mub thot axplons Bow the app morks ond how 1o
une its v-opp protections for teene. s recomunended that you feview this
» bedcre olicwing o chiid to the
app s only mt-ndoﬂbc:hldmnngodumw-

& BHAE messaes ..
BLOCK AND REPORT

¥ 0 APt COMBCLE WITN o thINS 2 SHegChHit 0nd Mokes them leel

by Prodiaing D 00 s Of reOsive Urwanied o inopgeopaate
Faged, the ¢hild con 1op the three dats on Thot parsorrs profiis 5o ceport o bloek therm,
There oe SpUO 10 Stabe wity They e parting that wier, sith a 1okored reperting
soction under (e ‘Nudity ond Sexsal Contint’ categery. um-cot-o«y here's the
option 1o report y for g o leat Or thadan

Meet Our Expert

Dt Claire Sutheriand iz an online scfely conauliont sducotor oo

rosscrcher mho hax devsloped and erglemaentsd ani Dullying ond cytar

aalety pclicies for schools. She hasz written vericus ocodemic papert and

corramd out research for the Awxtralon Govermmant comparing inbament

use ond sexting bedawvicur of young pecpie o the UK, USA and Mastrolic S\

ke poge ot M [roticncicctegecomipucu mopaiat

X @wake_up_weds K3 /wuwithenationaicoliege

massaging app among children and young people. it allows users 1o share fun, spontaneous pictures and
videos with friands and famidy while using playful iters, One of Snapchot’s unigque features is that pictures,
videos and messoges are only viewable for a short period of tirme,

S WX \q =
SNAPCHAT+ e

18 ha g . p b
fiplises warvice, sMuring ey
saciusive fectures In June 2039, Seapchat
@ rvew ter caled Lens+, ghving subacsSers occest o
rundrets of lsnses cnd AR szperiencas Sor picying,
creating, ond sboring Snape. Thase pald lecturss may |
sncourcge young uses ko spend maney to occuss
waciuzive contene, na—-nq”ranln-np.nang
o lsalng pr

o mew und

ACCESSIBILITY

hat ie oo
mnoqehnnnmu-nmampmml
Without domsiooding the opp. This oam make ostivily
harder tv he sdhacth of por

. | em&“mmhmdmt“

to insppeop

lNAPPROPRIATE CONTENT .a‘

Some ond hat len't pultabk

for chivdren, mm-mg; used ta group

carcent ane datarrrlned by e postor 36

svan on invocent search tenm couid 518l Yok X
@A INApEropriane resdtn Tre app's isappaaring
MEcOgat fonTuld 0lso TORes 1T 005y ¢ young peapls
10 sharo sapdicit IMmages on epulse - (o santing
GOMNLES [0 DO 0 4K 05200I0ted wih SOOpoat

—

‘_, watiings ve soter than osners,

ENCOURAGE OPEN DISCUSSIONS

TNAPLHOLS MSks CON DO Gl W 1o purtrs
mtmmommiwwmcmn’mlmwuuﬁlmcm
mmomcommmmmmwymm wmwm
\q Ity mhervnl shaes. . trow pop .
mwmmmmem

b TN A
USE PRIVACY SETTINGS TOGETHER

Sit dowe With Bhe children in yoor core ond espia -

@ 0 shored octvity. Yors can Mnmu@ummwnmhm-

siories, or mee ther location on Snap Mop. 's @ good opportunNEy 80 saplan why some
MirAsrcing their unaevstanding of onfne boundariee

B reguianty raview thees eattings, sspacialy attes opp updates o

trienaehio groups.

Fraonroge tham
:Wmmu

_-.*——-—-u

®

“‘N KgU

(G) @wakeupwednesday d* @woke.upweds

Deees of this guise do so at thair awn discretion Mo Fahlity is emered inte, Current 05 of the date of reloass: 17,04 2026




‘Potential into Performance’

Safeguarding information

AL The hotioncl Coluge, our WokeUpWoednesday guides emnmpower and equip porents and corers Wwith the confidence and procticol skidls to be able to hove informed and age-appropriote
canversations with their children about andine sofaty, mencal haath and walibeing. and cimote change, For furthar guides, Nints and tips plsase visit nationadcolnge com
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‘Potential into Performance’

Donations for Musical Instruments

YOU HAVE
THE POWER
TO HELP

Abbey Park Music Department
needs instruments!

We could make use of any
unused/unwanted instruments you may
have sat in the attic or cupboard.
Please send into school and help bring
the Music Department alive!

hutchingsc@abbeyparkschool.org.uk if
you require any more information
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Music Lessons
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Swindon
Music
Co-operative =
providing 1=1
instrumental
lessons in schools
across Swindon and
Wiltshire since 1998.

\ */ Swindon
- & .
P Nusic

Our alm s fo daveiop soch pupll’s musical potential according fo thair indvioual heseds and aspirations. Gualty of feaching is
moniforad hrough reguiar observalions of oll our leachars

For more information or to apply please scan the QR code below

More information

Swindon Music Co=operative, Astoria House, 165/166 Victoria Road, Swindon, SNI 3BU
01793 781973 + info@swindonmusiccoop.co.uk * swindonmusiccoop.co.uk




Term 4 Curriculum Map - KS3

English

Maths

Science

MFL

Humanities

Computing

Design Technology
(DT)

Visual Arts

Performing Arts

PE

Personal, Social,
Health &
Citizenship
Education
(PSHCE)

Year 7

Year 8

‘Potential into Performance’

Year 9

Non-Fiction: Persuasive Writing

Fiction: Mystery Short Stories

Non-fiction: Speeches

Angles, Properties of 2D Shapes
and Area & Perimeter

Univariate data and Bivariate data

Trigonometry and Quadratic expressions
& equations

Energy & Speed and Chemical
Reactions

Organisation & Waves

C9 Chemistry of the Atmosphere & P3
Particle Model of Matter

Spanish: Mi Familia y Mis Amigos
French: Ma vie de famille

Spanish: Qué Hacemos
French: Le monde est petit

Spanish: Jovenes en Accién

French: Le meilleur des mondes

Geography: The Almighty Dollar

Geography: RE Unit
Philosophical Thinking: Swindon in
today’s world

Geography: Russia
History: The Civil rights movement
Philosophical Thinking: Medical Ethics

Algorithms & Flowcharts Cyber Security Python Programming
Food & cooking Diet & health Dietary needs
Landscapes Distraction Transform

Drama: The Terrible Fate of
Humpty Dumpty - scripted
module exploring the issue of
Bullying

Music: Programme music

Drama: Titanic - module exploring the
historical context of disaster and its
consequences

Music: Theme and Variation

Drama: Shakespeare’s Theatre
Music: Live Lounge

Tagg Rugby, OAA, Gymnastics,
Netball. Badminton, Basketball

Dance, Basketball, Tagg Rugby,
Handball, Hockey, Basketball

Basketball, Hockey, Handball. Table
Tennis, Fitness

Living in the wider world: CEIAG

Drugs & Alcohol education

Rights & Responsibilities




Term 4 Curriculum Map - KS4

English

Maths

Science

MFL

Humanities

Business
&
Computer Science

Design Technology /
Food

Visual Arts

Performing Arts

PE

Personal, Social,
Health & Citizenship
Education
(PSHCE)

Year 10

7

‘Potential into Performance

Year 11

Fiction Writing: Language Paper 02

Revision

Higher: Similarity & Further trigonometry
Foundation: Probability

Higher: Sequences & Transformations
Foundation: Algebra & Percentages

C3 Quantitative Chemistry & C5 Energy Changes

B6 Inheritance, Variation & Evolution

Spanish: Mi estilo de vida
French: En pleine forme

Spanish: Mi estilo de vida
French: En pleine forme

Geography: Urban Issues and Challenges
History: Society and exploration 1558-88,
The Weimar Republic, Hitler’s rise to power
Philosophical Thinking: Buddhist practices
Sociology: Paper 1: The Sociology of Family

Geography: Decision Making Preparations (Released April)
and Revision

History: Revision and use of past papers.

Philosophical Thinking: Revision

Sociology: Paper 2: Social Stratification

Business: 1.4 Making the business effective
Computer Science: 3.1 Fundamentals of
Algorithms and 3.2 Programming

Business: 2.5 Making Human Resources Decisions
Computer Science: 3.8 Ethical, legal and environmental
impacts of digital technology on wider society, including
issues of privacy

D&T: Theory: Ecological & Social Footprint. Scales
of Production. Materials and their properties
FPN: 3.3 Food Science, Food Skills

D&T: NEA
FPN: Exam preparation, Food Skills

Art: Natural Forms
Photography?: Transforming Portraits

Art & Photography: ESA

Drama: Component Three Looking at long answer
questions director & designer Section B: Visit The-
atre to see a professional production

Music: Practice through listening activities

Drama: Component Three Exam practise Visit Theatre to
see a professional production
Music: Listening activities and practice questions

Netball, Football, Dodgeball, Fitness, Handball,
Badminton, Basketball, Futsal

CNAT: R185 Topic 2 & 3- Leadership

GCSE: Paper 1- Short- & Long-Term effects of
exercise/ Components of fitness

Netball, Dodgeball, Fitness, Football, Badminton, Handball,
Tables Tennis, Futsal
BTEC: Unit 3- Applying the principles of personal training

CEIAG: Living in the wider world — employability
skills

Health & Wellbeing: mental health




Important Notices & School Calendar - Term 4

Contact details and consents

‘Potential into Performance’

Having up-to-date contact information enables us to communicate with you promptly in the unlikely event of an emergency
school closure during the day. This ensures that we can communicate effectively and keep you informed of any urgent develop-
ments. Please also take a moment to review the contact details and consents we have recorded for you on the Arbor Parent

Portal are correct.

If your circumstances have changed and your child can no longer go home by themselves in event of an emergency school clo-

sure, you can update the consent accordingly on Arbor.

IMPORTANT NOTICE - Y11 exams

All Y11 pupils need to be available for exams on Inset Days

Y11 mocks will take place between

Monday 23rd February and Friday 6th March

Monday 23rd February

Tuesday 24th February

Thursday 26th February

Monday 2nd March

Monday 9th March

Wednesday 11th March

Thursday 12th March

Friday 13th March

Monday 16th - Friday 20th March

Wednesday 18th March

Thursday 19th March

Tuesday 24th March

Wednesday 25th March

Thursday 26th March

Inset day

All years return to school
EVENT: Y9 MenAVWY Immunisations all day

EVENT: Period 1 - Animal Aid guest speaker
EVENING EVENT: Y8 Subject Consultation Evening (4-7:30pm)

EVENING TRIP: Big Dance Off - 6-8pm

EVENT: Period 1 & 2 - Art Workshop

TRIP: GCSE Media to Harry Potter Studios, Watford
EVENT: Period 2 & 3 - Art workshop

EVENT: Young Carer Day- 2.10-3.10pm

EVENT: Y8 & 9 Team Math Challenge at The Deanery
EVENT: Y10 Careers Day

Y10 & KS3 Drama - Operation Mincemeat- Theatre Royal, Bath

Wellbeing week

TRIP: STEM trip to Gloucester

PSHCE Y8 Police Visit 1.05-2.05pm

EVENT: Character Champion Pizza Party

Consultation Day

EVENT: Young Carer Easter Event 1.05-3.10pm
EVENT: PSHCE Y8 Police Visit 2.10-3.10pm
EVENT: Immunisations Catch-up all day



Y11 Mock Exam timetable

‘Potential into Performance’

Start time 9.00am 115
23-Feb INSET DAY
Science (Biology)
kel 1 hour 45 mins Maths non calculator
Combined Science (Biology) 1 hour 30 ming
1 hour 15 mins
Science (Physics
English Literature i ris r:?ns |
25-Feb|  (Exploring modern and literary heritage texts) , U, ,
Combined Science (Physics)
2 hours .
1 hour 15 mins
ofeh Spanish Listening French Listening
1 hour 30 mins 1 hour 30 mins
4eh Maths calculator Further Maths paper 1
1 hour 30 min 1 hour 45 mins
—
Geography
Geographical applications
English Language Geogap pp. )
. : 1 hour 30 mins
02-Mar (Exploring effects and impact) .
History
2 hours i
(Medicine)
1 hour 20 mins
Hospitality & Catering
Bt CNAT Sports Studies 1 hour 45 mins
1 hour Further Maths paper 2
1 hour 45 mins
04-Mar PE Practical exam - individual assessments scheduled throughout the day




IMPORTANT NOTICE - Y11 exams

All Y11 pupils need to be available for exams on Inset Days

Abbey Park School ™ -
Terms and Holidays 2025 - 2026 “ ) A

September 2025 October 2025
Ma| Tu [We| ™ | Fr | Sa | Su Mol Te [We! Th| Fr i Sa|Su Mo | Tu [We| Th | Fr | Sa | Su
1|23 1|2|3|4a]l5]|6|7 1|/2|3|a|5
4|5|6|7|8|9(10 8|9/10/11/12|13|14 6(7|8|9|10/11[42
11|12|13|14| 15| 16|17 15|16/ 17|18/ 18/ 20]21 13|14|15|16|17| 18|19
18|19|20|21|22| 23|24 22|23|24|25|26]/27|28 20(21|22|23[{24|25(26
25|26|27|28|29(30|31| 29|30 27|28|29{30|31]
November 2025 December 2025
Mo | Tu [We| Th | Fr | Sa | Su Mo| Tu |Wel Th| Fr | Sa | Su Mo | Tu |We| Th | Fr | Sa | Su
1|2 1|2|3|4]|5]|e]? 1/(2|3|4
3|4a|s5|6|7|(8|9 8|9/|10/11]12]13]|14 5(6|7|8|9|10(11
10{11[12|13| 14| 15|16 15/ 16/ 17| 18/19120|21 12| 13|14|15|16[17| 48
17(18|19|20| 21| 22|23 23|24|25)26/ 27|28 19(20|21|22|23| 24|25
24|25|26(27(28| 29|30 29{30|31 26|27|28|29(30( 31
Ma| Tu |We| Th | Fr | Sa | Su Mo Tu |We! Th | Fr | Sa | Su Ma| Tu |We| Th | Fr | Sa | Su
1 1 (1|2|3|4a|s8
2|3|4|5|6|7|8 2|3|4|5|6|7]|8 6|7]|8|9|10[11]12
9 |10[11|12]| 13| 14|15 9 10]/11]12]13]14]18 13|14 15[16] 17| 18| 19
16[17[18|19]20{ 21|22 16/ 17| 18] 19/ 202122 20|21(22]|23]24| 25|26
23|24|25|26(27|28 23/24|25/26]2728|29 27|28|29|30
Ma| Tu |We| Th | Fr | Sa | Su Mol Tu|We! Th| Fr | Sa | Su Th
1123 1| 2|3]4]l5]|6lZ 2
a|5|6|7|8|9]10 8|910/11]12]13]14 6|7|8|9|10[11]|42
11|12|13[14| 15|16 |17 15,16/ 17|18/ 19/20|21 13|14|15|16[17| 18|19
18(19|20|21|22| 23|24 22|23/24|25/26|27|28 20(21|22{23|24|25(26
25(26|27|28[29|30[31| |29[30 27|28|29[30(31
lﬂSETDqumwzms«:m 20th and 213t Novernber, 23rd February, 1st June, 20th July
@ Finish |19t December and 17th Juty
Bank Holidays 2025/26 UK
25 Augast 25 Aogust Bank Hobcay| | January 26 New Years Day 4 May 26 Exrly May Bank Holcay
25 December ‘25 Christmas Day 3 April 26 Good Friday 25 May 26 Sgring Bark Hobiday
26 December ‘25 Baxng Day 8 Apeil 26 Easter Monday

Our full calendar and more information can be found at www.abbeyparkschool.org.uk




